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clear as daylight. Then nothing perishes. All perishing is then
only what seems. Death and destruction have then, but only
then, no reality about them. For death or destruction is then
but a change. An artist destroys his picture for creating a better
one. A watch-maker throws away a bad spring to put in a new
and useful one.

A congregational prayer is a mighty thing. What we do
not often do alone, we do together. Boys do not need conviction.
If they merely attend in obedience to the call to prayer without
inward resistance, they feel the exaltation. But many do not.
They are even mischievous. All the same the unconscious effect
cannot be resisted. Are there not boys who at the commence-
ment of their career were scoffers but who subsequently became
mighty believers in the efficacy of congregational prayer ? It is
a common experience for men who have no robust faith to
seek the comfort of congregational prayer. All who flock to
churches, temples, or mosques are not scoffers or humbugs.
They are honest men and women. For them congregational
prayer is like a daily bath, a necessity, of their existence. These
places of worship are not a mere idle superstition to be swept
away at the first opportunity. They, have survived all attacks
up to now and are likely to persist to the end of time.

Young India, 23-9-1926
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A correspondent thus writes on my article " No Faith in
Prayer " published in Young India dated September 23rd:
" In your article bearing the above caption you hardly do justice
to the 'boy' or to your own position as a great thinker. It is true
that the expressions used by the writer in his letter are not all happy
but of his clarity of thought there is no doubt. It is also very evident
that he is not a boy as the word is understood. I should be much
surprised to find him under twenty. Even if he is young he seems
to show sufficient intellectual development not to be treated in the
manner of * A boy may not argue'. The writer of a letter is a rationalist
while you are a believer, two age-old types, with age-old conflict. The
attitude of- the one is, ' Let me be convinced and I shall believe', that
of the other is, ' Believe and conviction shall come'. The first appeals
to reason, the second appeals to authority. You seem to think that